to the New Product Tour panel — (from left) Joseph Zulovich, Aaron Lower and Jason Ross.

New Product Tour

takes center stage

By Cheryl Day

swine business, and it takes center

stage at the World Pork Expo. The
world’s largest pork-only trade show
offers aisles of products, technologies
and services for visitors from far and
near to check out. For all pig farmers,
one item on the “must see” list is the new
products and innovations.

National Hog Farmer realizes not
everyone can make the journey to
Des Moines and walk the Iowa State
Fairgrounds to explore the latest,
greatest technologies. That’s where
the National Hog Farmer New Prod-
uct Tour comes in. For 34 years, we
have assembled a panel of experts to
be the on-site examiners of all the
fresh technologies. Their job is to
take a 360-degree view of the prod-
ucts, evaluating them in terms of
usefulness for your operation.

I NNOVATION is the backbone of the

Meet the panel
Dale Stevermer, a swine producer
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from Easton, Minn., has worked with
a range of technologies for several
years in his operation.

Joseph Zulovich, University of
Missouri Extension agricultural en-
gineer, has worked extensively in
the swine building design and ven-
tilation systems. He has conducted a
range of studies on manure nutrient
systems management, and he con-
ducts the statewide Livestock Hous-
ing System Program.

Aaron Lower, DVM, is an Illinois
veterinarian and partner at Carthage
Veterinary Service Ltd. As part of the
Carthage team, he assists Midwest
swine operations with health pro-
grams, biosecurity, animal care and
production. The Carthage produc-
tion system manages about 120,000
sows, producing in excess of 3 mil-

lion pigs per year.

Jason Ross, lowa State University
Extension swine specialist, serves as
the director of the lowa Pork Indus-
try and assists pork producers with a
variety of programs. He specializes
in swine reproductive physiology,
reproductive biotechnology and as-
sisted reproduction.

Swine businesses nominated more
than 24 products for consideration
on this year's New Products Tour.
The panel dived into fully evaluating
the products and narrowed the field
down to eight products that they re-
garded as holding the most promise
for hog producers.

The New Products Review Panel
visited each booth of the products
in the final round. Interacting with
experts from the companies and con-
ducting an up close inspection of the
product allows the panel to evaluate
specific features of each product.

Over the next few pages, we fea-
ture those eight products and offer
a comprehensive look at each prod-
uct, including constructive feedback
from the panelists. (LT

www.nationalhogfarmer.com
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Simply monitor positive
pressure ventilation system

By Cheryl Day

N_”V_IAL health is top priority for

pigfarmers. There hasbeen an in-

crc‘ascd demand for positive pres-
sure ventilation in order to enhance the
air quality for the animals, especially in
new construction. The Maximus System
allows customers to manage facilities
designed for positive pressure ventila-
tion with a hot, new software applica-
tion that brings a highly visual graphic
component to assist in handling venti-
lation remotely and safely. “Our goal is
we want people to see the barn like they
have never seen it before,” says Wesley
Lack, hog sales manager for Maximum
Ag Technologies.

The positive pressure software,
paired with the Maximus, unlocks
an entirely different way for hog pro-
ducers to see their ventilation sys-
tem in action. The Maximus System
— a centralized controller system —
tracks the state of the infrastructure
and automates tasks based on person-
alized established criteria.

The Maximus managementl sys-
tem gives users complete control and
allows them to monitor all aspects
of a ventilation system even from a
sunny beach. The software applica-
tion allows the producer to walk away
from the facility with peace of mind
because the system can be remotely
accessed by a desktop, laptop, tablet
or smartphone. The ease of use of this
software also allows staff to make ad-
justments instantly and see the results
of the tweaks implemented in real-
time monitoring. Imagine activat-
ing a fan or adjusting temperatures
straight from your smartphone. This
user-friendly software allows you to
do just that!

Monitoring all aspects of a venti-
lation system was a big hit with the
panel members. Joseph Zulovich,
New Product Tour panel member
and agriculture engineer, says, “The
graphical interface really simplifies
things. They did a great job making it
user-friendly and hiding all the geeky
stuff.”

www.nationalhogfarmer.com

The Maximus System offers the
opportunity for a producer to walk
away from the barn confidently,
knowing everything will be all right.

Perhaps the beauty of the software
is in the highly visual graphics that
easily illustrate exactly what is going
on with the ventilation system, in the
barn, in real time. Lack explains cus-
tomers rave about the ease of training
staff to the system. The simple touch-
screen navigation eliminates confu-
sion and creates a clear picture of the
status of the barn for every user. From
a user-friendly screen, staff can view
amp draw of all fans, and view inlets
or curtain position without physi-
cal observation. They will know a
fan is working and running properly
in a positive pressure ventilated sys-
tem without seeing it with their own
eyes. Importantly, parameters can be
set for each facility and also for each
room within a building. If something
is not working properly, the system
will automatically warn authorized
users remotely.

Important features to note:

W graph reference for settings

B compatible with most popular
handheld devices

B very dependable hardware with
five-year warranty

B multi-room operation

M i-Novarum compatible (pro-
duction management solutions)

B generates all alarms, by text or
email

B current draw and temperature
readings of all variable and relay out-
puts

B automatic winching for feed
and water lines

B static pressure compensation

B zone temperature COmMpensa-
tion for inlets

B outside temperature compensa-
tion for ventilation

B bin scales

B Wi-Fi communication

M diagnostic menu

Panel members all agree that the
Maximus System gets the most out of
the standardization of a barn system
by minimizing the different type of
equipment.

Aaron Lower, panel member and
veterinarian, says, “The maintenance
side is attractive. Everyone can log in
externally, and it will send an alert.
With that ventilation style, there is
only one type of fan. They only have
to carry one style of parts.”

Advanced technology and the lat-
est graphics does come with a price
tag. However, Lower says, if a pro-

Wesley Lack (right) explains to the
panel that the Maximus System
unlocks an entirely different way
for farmers to see their ventilation
system in action.

ducer is monitoring a sow barn with
many different controllers, the cost
is proportional, but if the goal is to
monitor smaller units, then it may
not be a return on investment. Still,
the Maximus System does offer the
opportunity for a producer to walk
away from the barn confidently
knowing everything is being moni-
tored closely.

According to Lack, all Maximus
controls are custom-made, and can
be tailored to smaller systems and
still be priced competitively.

For more information about the
Maximus System, visit maxagtech.
com.OLI3
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